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At first I arrived at Lafayette thinking I was prepared for the lesson. I was a little nervous but was confident with the material. We took our group of three into the back right corner, which was pretty comfortable, and not a lot of distractions. 

We started the lesson by recalling past knowledge by put a few words on the board and asking the students to write everything they know about them and to write them down. They remembered more about the more difficult ones, which was surprising. I found that this was a very useful way instead of asking the students to say what they new out loud.  They might not have been so open to that since it was the first time they saw me.  They might have been too shy. We next moved on to an example of each term so they could associate a term with an example.  I wish we had had a handout so the students could follow along.  Sometimes it’s easier to work on a problem if it’s right in front of you.  As soon as we matched a term with an example I noticed it was like a light bulb went off in their heads.  By this time we only got through three of the terms and had to continue the next day.

The next time we met I found that the day before the students had an assembly so they didn’t do any of the lesson, which kind of put me under pressure.  We didn’t have the same group, as two days previous so this was also a setback. I decided to go over the three terms briefly and to finish the last two.  This worked out perfectly because luckily they understood them easily and I could fly through and move on.  The group had set up the lesson so that Thursday would have been a review/catch up day, which worked to our behalf.  I went over many examples on the board and asked the students questions for example, “what do I do next”, or “what process is this”, trying to have them associate a term with an example.  We ended up getting through the whole weeks lesson but not every example but I didn’t feel we needed too. 

The students seemed to be grasping the material well so I felt like accomplished a lot and finished the weeks lesson. The only thing I wish we had done is hand out some homework to be handed in the next day but since the assembly had an effect on our progression we didn’t have time.

