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       Matthew Garozzo
Reflection paper week 10

Hey Cassie, 


It was a short and interesting week. Monday was fun. The kids seem to understand proportions, reducing fractions, and cross multiplying well. I felt really good and confident of our progress that day. I had to think to myself that day that the pattern usually goes like this: feel good on Monday, but Wednesday when we dig a bit deeper it goes not as good compared to Monday. I seem to think to myself it is my classroom management skills. I do in fact realize that I can’t always be the good guy, but feel that if I’m the bad guy that the students involved will not be as motivated to learn. I did try something though to see if I could get a little more of a handle on them. The students were basically talking to each other while I was conducting the lesson. They were taking priority in what they were saying to each other rather than giving their attention to me. What I tried was pulling aside the “core” of the problem and having him come up to the board to illustrate a point that I was trying to make. This did seem to work. The noise cut down and they were essentially forced to focus on US rather than just me. After all this time I at least have some sort of possible solution. If the pattern consists I can’t wait to see if this will work on next Wednesday, or any other day that they seem to get out of hand. On that note, I am really starting to like the idea of having kids come up to the board. They can illustrate what they see and think, as well as indicate to us (the teacher) any other misconceptions or ideas the students have.  




