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This week was a very interesting one. First, Buffalo Public Schools had the day off on Tuesday, so I was only at Lafayette on Thursday. On Thursday, our students took a district wide assessment for the entire period, so I have no teaching to report on. I did, however, find the assessment interesting. We weren’t allowed to help our students in any way other than to read the question to them. The first thing I noticed was how hard it was for me to fight that tendency to help them. This made me realize that I may do this a bit too much in my classroom. I plan to focus on not leading my students so much next week. Rather, I’ll try to let them lead me along until they’re unsure of where to go next.

I was able to observe my students and caught some of their answers to the nine questions. This was really reassuring because I don’t think I saw any incorrect responses. I spoke to a few students later in the day and they seemed to struggle most with the abstract question where they were asked to solve for one variable in terms of two others. I remember going over this at the beginning of the year, yet we did not spend a great deal of time on it. The students did review this concept on Mr. Koestler’s review sheet, however, I think the reason they struggle with it is mor along the lines of accepting an abstract answer. I made a note in my weekly log to work on this if I ever find a free moment at the end of a class some day.


Overall, this was a very interesting experience. I’ve observed standardized tests before, but I learned a great deal more watching students I actually know and care about work through one.

