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Lafayette Week 9


This week at Lafayette we taught the students about proportions and similar triangles.  The students did really well during the review day.  They seemed to understand the material pretty well.  Some of them had a little trouble with figuring out if they are supposed to put the two sides of one triangle in one ratio or the corresponding sides of two triangles in the ratios.  We went through the worksheet and did not get through the last question at all.  I explicitly told my students that they really should study the format of this worksheet to study for the quiz.  That was a huge hint for them since I was the one who was making the quiz for the next day.


So on Friday I administered the quiz.  I was blown away with the amount of problems students had especially after I gave a quick 5 minute review before the quiz.  I do not want these kids to fail this class.  However for the amount of help they expect you to give them, it is like they just want you to tell them the answers.  It does not help that there are three student teachers in the room and we all try to help these few kids.  Sometimes I think our help confuses them since we are all trying to show them the way that we taught our kids and not necessarily the way everyone taught them.  I really worry about these kids passing the Math A given that these kids are struggling with proportions, when they have been working on them for three days.  I would say proportions are one of the easier topics, but I may have mistaken the difficulty of the topic.

