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This week at Lafayette was not a normal one. First, the students did not have school on Tuesday because of Election Day. Then on Thursday, the students had to take a district wide quarterly exam in algebra. 


It was interesting to see how an exam is administered, especially since I have never been able to go and give any of the Friday tests. However, from what I have heard from my classmates about the tests on Friday, this was very different. Since this was to assess how the students were performing throughout the district, we had to administer it with most of the same rules as a Regents Exam. We were not allowed to answer any of the students’ questions or help them in any way with any of the problems. The only thing we were allowed to do was read the question, word for word, to the students. I think that it is difficult for a teacher to not help your students when they ask a question. Obviously, you want to assess how much they know without outside help but it makes me feel bad that I can’t help them.

After reviewing the test, I felt that it was very fair. We covered everything that was tested and the questions themselves were not above the difficulty level of the problems that we have given them before. There were only two questions that I felt my students would have difficulty with. One of the more difficult questions was the one that required the students to solve for one variable in terms of two other variables. After teaching this concept, I noticed that the students had difficulties with these problems. Another problem I felt that my students probably had the most difficulty with was the word problem. The students had to write down an equation based on the information given in the problem and then solve it. I don’t think most of the students would have been able to answer this correctly. I know that we went over this type of problem in class, but I feel that we probably should have spent more time on it. Overall, I feel that most of the students in my group that were there to take the test did fairly well. I briefly spoke to all of my students and they all said that the test wasn’t that bad. Hopefully, this will be a good way to bring up their grade a little bit for their report card.

Another thing that we did today was discuss the class grades with Mr. Koestler. We went through each student briefly, looking at all of the grades Mr. Koestler had compiled from the grades he gave them and the grades we gave them. There were some students that are doing really well and others that are definitely failing. Out of the twenty-five students in the class, about 17 of them are passing which is great. Of those students that are failing, the majority of them are the ones who have not showed up for class more than a few times and therefore, have not done any of the work. I guess that it is to be expected for some of them, but it is disappointing that those students don’t seem to care about passing. There are also about three students that are on the borderline between passing and failing. One of the students is in my group and I tried to fight for her because I felt that, despite her low grades, she tries harder than anyone. Unfortunately, she did not show up for the test today or last Friday which does not help her case. I think it is promising that the majority of the students are passing and hopefully, they will be able to pass the Math A and graduate high school.
