Casie Croff
11/5/07 and 11/7/07

Monday, 11/5/07


Today was supposed to focus on solving inequalities graphically.  However, it ended up being more of a review of how to graph an equation and solve an inequality algebraically.  To start the lesson we went over a couple examples of solving inequalities in which you end up multiplying or dividing by a negative and need to “flip” the inequality sign.  That seemed to go ok.  Then I gave them the anticipatory set review sheet and they acted as though they had no idea what to do.   It was really disappointing because the one question just asked them to graph an equation that was in y = mx + b form and the other had them solving a basic inequality.  The graphing we did for several days and the solving inequalities they had done before and we did right at the beginning of class (five minutes earlier).  I ended up spending a lot of time helping individual students work out the problems.  The good news is that the 2 struggling students then presented the problems to the class and explained what they did, as well as why they did it.  That was a plus because they were demonstrating some understanding and opposed to just rote memorization and solving methods.  I just wonder if I’m lacking somewhere in my teaching and that is preventing the students from retaining the information or if it’s something else.  I do think a lot of it has to do with the pace at which we’re teaching and the lack of practice time.  We spend a couple days on a topic and then they don’t see it sometimes until several lessons later and have little recall of the topic.  It really is unfortunate because I feel that they are the only ones suffering.

Wednesday, 11/7/07


Today was a fun review day.  We played Jeopardy with the students.  The game went much slower than anticipated as most lessons and planned activities seem to do, but the students did seem more motivated.  They were all participating and working through the problems for the most part.  They showed a bit of enthusiasm and excitement which made the class fun, at least for me.  I really like to see them enjoying class, even if it’s just a tiny bit.  Overall the game was a nice review, not only for their test, but to readdress some of the topics that they haven’t seen in a while and had forgotten.  It gave them some additional practice which I feel they need and will benefit from.  Most of the questions were answered correctly by at least one of the groups which was reassuring.  It would be nice to be able to incorporate more games into the lessons and I think the students would appreciate it as well.  Hopefully that is something I can work out for my own class one day.  There are a ton of games that incorporate some type of math and could accompany a lesson or activity.

