Sara Szczerbinski

Journal – Week 8

As the weeks at Lafayette continue, I notice that my group of students is getting pretty bored.  I feel my students are very smart, but I do not think that they are bored because they have already learned this information.  I think they are bored because we are teaching the material the same way, everyday.  Well, at least I am.  I try to do different things, like have students come to the board or work together, but it isn’t really helping.  First of all, the students don’t want to get up and second, they don’t like to work with one another.  Today I had a really enriching experience.


Today’s lesson was on solving inequalities.  Students were doing very well with the new concept and everyone was participating.  Some of the students felt that the material was too easy.  So, I decided to give the next example in the notes as a quiz.  I figured that it would be an easy way to boost their grade.  I also told that to the students.  The example was using the distributive property to solve an inequality.  When they were done I collected the papers, and looked them over quick.  Every student got the problem wrong, but that was not the surprising part.  While I was collecting their papers, every student had packed up and was ready to leave.  There was still about 7-10 minutes left in the period and asked students if they were all done.  They said yes, so then I responded by saying then so am I.  I packed my things up and sat down to wait for the bell.  I think students were surprised that I would do something like that because each one of them got their packets back out and started working through it on their own.  


If the students learned anything from this situation, I would say it is that we, as in the student teachers, are serious about being there and want these students to learn so they can pass the math A.  I learned that the students we are teaching need to be pushed and challenged.  They have it in them to do way more than the minimum.  Also, transitioning from topic to topic during a lesson must be smoother and keep the students active.  If the students are not doing something they will loose focus and therefore not want to participate.  So, today was a very good learning experience for myself.  I will use the situation today to better my teaching at Lafayette and in my future teaching experiences.  
