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This week did go as well as I would have liked.  On Monday I felt that the students were confused after they had left class.   On Tuesday they had confirmed this with the other teachers in my group.  I knew that some of the students were confused but I did not understand what they did not understand.  Then when I was trying to have the student explain to me what the problem was she did not.  If the student does not tell me what they do not understand then I cannot figure out what to try and re-explain so that they are able to understand what I am trying to convey to them.  This also concerns me because I am not sure if it was a one-time thing or if it happens all of the time.  I am not really sure why things were not as clear as I had hoped.  I need the students to tell me what they are confused with so that I am able to make the changes that I need in order for them to gain the material that I am trying to teach.   Wednesday was a lot better then Monday, but the one student that was not there that I know was confused on Monday.  I had the students engage in the lesson.  I had the students solve the problems on the worksheets and explain to me how to set up the problems and what the question was asking us to solve for.  The students seemed to be doing a good job and if they had any wrong answers on how to set the equation up then I would ask the student what information are we given and what is the answer that we are trying to find.  I would ask them from the picture what that was that we were trying to find.  To modify the lesson for next time I would need to know what the students did not understand.   I think that I would not use an isosceles right triangle to introduce SOH CAH TOA.  I think that was some of the problem because they just wanted to do the Pythagorean theorem.  Then if the angle were not 45( then they would only have one side and could not do the Pythagorean theorem.  One question that I have is how do actually know if the students are totally confused.  Then if they are confused how can I figure out what they are confused with if they do not explain to me what is confusing them.   

