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Tuesday’s class on scatter plots went pretty well. We only had four students in the group show up for class, but those that did seemed to at least understand how to use the calculator to solve the problems. I was especially surprised at how well Lisa did using the calculator to graph the scatter plot and the regression line. We went over one example, and she was able to do the next example with very little help. Despite the students’ success at using the calculator, there was some confusion about understanding the relationship between the variables. I think that if I did this lesson again, I would spend a little more time conveying the importance of using a scatter plot and a least-squares regression line. They were also having a little trouble looking at the chart to predict the correlation between the variables. I would have liked to have spent more time on this, maybe predict what the relationship would be before they saw the chart. I would also have taught this lesson by having the students collect data themselves so that they can experience the process themselves which I feel would help them to understand the math behind it.
On Thursday, most of the students were having a lot of trouble focusing. One student was doing homework for another class, another was playing with his cell phone, and another was fighting to stay awake. I tried telling the student who was doing homework for another class to stop numerous times. If I called on him to answer a question, he didn’t have a problem giving an answer. However, he hadn’t written anything down on his worksheet or in his notes on how to solve the problems. I also spent a lot of class trying to get everyone to pay attention. Obviously there are going to be days when the majority of the class is not going to want to participate, but there must be something I can do to keep everyone’s attention. Being a good teacher is being able to engage your students and make them want to learn and I want to be that kind of teacher. It is up to me to make sure the students are interested and paying attention and I will do whatever I can to accomplish this in the future.
The student who was playing with his cell phone is one who I am concerned about being able to keep interested. I know that he knows everything we are teaching and that he is bored most of the time. I’m not sure how I should handle the situation in his case. Obviously, cell phone use is against the rules of the school and he shouldn’t have had his phone out. However, should I force him to pay attention and take notes? He isn’t disruptive to the class and he will participate if I ask him a question, but I feel I might alienate him by forcing him to take notes. As long as he participates when asked, shows up to class, and does well on his tests and exit tickets, I feel it may be better to let him not take notes every once in a while, as long as he proves he knows the material.
Today, Mr. Koestler wasn’t there and there was a substitute. She was impressed at how the students came right in, ready to work with no problems. The assistant principal also came in at one point and was also surprised at how engaged the students were in the lesson and how they were participating. It makes me feel like we are doing a good thing at Lafayette and I am getting more out of this experience than just a grade. It is great to know that we are appreciated, despite how much we deal with on a daily basis. I may complain about various aspects of the time we spend preparing and teaching at Lafayette, but I have really grown to like teaching there.
