Casie Croff
10/29/07 and 10/31/07

Monday, 10/29/07


Today’s lesson introduced scatter plots.  The students were actually quite confused at first when introduced to scatter plots and asked to determine a scenario that a given scatter plot might represent.  The anticipatory set completely boggled their minds, but I can understand why.  They were a little clearer after we discussed what exactly was going on in the scatter plot graphs and the given scenarios.  I think scatter plots would be better taught with the graphing calculator or actually having the students manually create a scatter plot using a table or chart of data.  I know this was in the later sections of the lesson plan, but I think it was really boring and not all that useful to spend a day going over vocabulary and basic concepts related to scatter plots.  I think the important terminology and questions addressed in the first few sections of the lesson that we covered today could’ve been discussed during graphing.  This might have been more meaningful and a better use of time as the students would be more likely to understand what the “dots” and graphs represented if they had created them from a chart of data to begin with.  I would definitely do it differently next time (if there is a next time).  I would like to see the students look at sets of data, discuss possible relationships amongst them, create scatter plots for the data, and explore, analyze, and interpret their work.  If they are doing it all right from the start, they can follow the ideas better.
Wednesday, 10/31/07


Still working on scatter plots today, but we had moved on to using the graphing calculator.  The students could, for the most part, enter the data in the lists, create a scatter plot, and come up with the linear regression for the example we worked on in class.  The trouble came when I asked them to interpret elements of the graph and explain what they mean in terms of the data.  I asked the students what the slope and y-intercept meant in the example.  They could give me the general definition for both and tell me what they meant in general, but not specifically for our example.  I tried to break it up into pieces for both, and I think it may have helped.  We worked through the y-intercept by having them tell me again what x represented and what y represented in the problem.  We then discussed what the y-intercept was (the point where the line crosses the y-axis, x=0, (0, b)).  I think they finally understood it when I took the point (0, b) and asked what 0 represented (0 people in the population) and what b represented (the number of representatives when x=0).  Dominique was able to pull it all together and come up with:  it is the number of representatives when there are 0 people in the population.  George then added that b=0.59 so there were about 0 representatives when the population was 0.  This gave me a bit of relief because I felt like they really understood what we were discussing and what we had come up with.  Even though they struggled to do it all over again with the next example we went over, they did get it after talking through it and breaking it down.  I think they need that step by step procedure to help them see where each piece is coming from and what it means in relationship to the problem.  

