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Tuesday was an interesting day.  The topic was scatter plots, which was something that the students said that they didn’t see before.  They seemed to catch on, since graphing scatter plots is very similar to graphing points on the coordinate plane.  The students seemed to be able to transfer their prior knowledge in regards to graphing.


One of the examples that we went over had to do with the US House of Representatives, and showing the correlation between population and Representatives.  The line of best fit crossed the y-axis at some decimal close to zero, and I asked the students, “What does this mean?”  The students said that if the population was zero, then you would have no representatives.  I then asked, “Does this make sense?  What’s the least amount of Representatives that a state can have?”  I didn’t get an answer.  I really liked that the question linked math with social studies, but the fact that the students didn’t know the social studies too well disappointed me.  So I took about a minute to explain the US Congress to the students, because I think it is something they should know.


I do have a question in regards to that, how much time should you spend on non-math related things?  I mean, I’m not going to spend the entire class period to explain how a bill becomes a law or anything, but I think that it is important to know how you are represented in government.  Should you build these things into lessons?  Should you take the time to explain these things if they are relevant to the lesson?  Or should you just say something like, “ask your government teacher?”

Thursday went relatively well, too.  Thursday, Aron gave me the cookie dough that I ordered.  That reminded me of something that we read about for class, in that it is important to be affable with the students.  The only concern that I would have in the future is that I spend my entire paycheck with students selling me assorted items.


Is there a rule on whether or not you are allowed to buy things for fundraisers from students?  Do you have to buy from every student?  If a student is disruptive during class, should you buy fundraising items from them?  These are just some of the things which I was worried about.

