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Week 7 reflection:
Hey Julianna,


This week went really well. Monday was my biggest class yet with a whole 4 people in class that day for the whole period. I often wondered if I would be able to keep four people under control but things went well. It was an easy lesson and they were quick to learn it. Before ending the lesson I made sure each person was able to contribute some knowledge relating to that days work. The day went fine until I got back to Buffalo State and handed over to my partner the quizzes to be graded from the Friday before. I was so glad and confident that these kids were learning something, and that the pieces to these math problems would be falling into place, but when she was done grading the tests the average was a 13 out of 20. It really ruined my day and brought me back down to earth so to speak. I really couldn’t explain nor see why most of the students (especially the students in our group) couldn’t score a little better. It was all on isosceles triangles and if they can remember two simple facts about an isosceles triangle, the quiz was an easy 100. I even did a little mini review session before they took it. The thing I practically wanted to cry about was the fact that during the quiz, one of my students said how this stuff was getting easier for her. Her grades were in fact improving from what I can tell, but she didn’t do well on the quiz. I really didn’t want to be there to pass it back to her just so I didn’t have to feel like the bad guy. It is really hard to deal with the fact that when I teach something to someone, they can get it that day, practice all week, and lose it when the time counts. As Dr. Cushman put it, a lot of it is really because of test anxiety. I almost feel like the word “test” or “exam” should never even be said in the classroom because it seriously makes me want to shiver and cringe. This is just one of the reasons I like to have a relaxed classroom, at least for these kids, and even now from what I have seen and put into practice, there is so many different styles, and different methods, and attitudes that it makes my head spin just trying to figure out which teaching style is most appropriate and in essence perfect, meaning free from any problematic situations.


If I keep the kids relaxed, they may take advantage, which I have not had happen yet (so I think). I really try to say to myself everyday (from what another teacher told me) that “these students are not your friend’s, they have friends of their own,” and it’s true. I want to think that as long as you are not acting like  prick and having a good time, the students are motivated for more, they are more likely to learn something when you channel that motivation, and that there will be a significantly less amount of anxiety in the room. I may be too nice I guess, because these are good kids, and I have really seen that every one of them has the capabilities of using their head. I just hope that some how or someway there will be a way to … I really don’t know. The word is probably too big and powerful for me to even think of, so for now, you fill in the blank. (

Sincerely,


     Matthew Garozzo

