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This week I learned that as a teacher you have to be prepared for anything.  When I got to school on Wednesday I had learned that they were having a ½ day.  We had only four students show up to the class. One of the two students in my group was there one Tuesday so I had that students show the student that was not there on Tuesday what they had covered and that was the distance formula. Then I had the students start the work sheet in class that they were suppose to do that day.  The students just wanted to use the distance formula to find the answers.  I had asked the students if they knew another formula that they would be able to use to find the answers of the sides of the triangle.  I put a triangle on the board and labeled one side “a” then the students knew to take it from that point. 

Monday I don’t think went as clear as I had hoped.  I was proving the Pythagorean theorem with the squares.  One reason that I do not think that the lesson went as well as I had hoped was because the sides of the squares that I had used were small.  After I had made the squares up I thought that I should have made the squares bigger.  I could have made the squares to scale of 3 in, 4 in, 5 in.  Then when the students measured the shapes they would have had an easier time working with the shapes.  If we would have access to GSP I think that the students could have had a better understanding of the data.  If I cannot have the whole class work on a computer I could bring in my computer and hook it up to an in focus to show the students the proof.  Then I could have students come up to the computer and make some squares or their own to see if this idea will work with squares of other dimensions.  I feel that would have made the whole experience more enjoyable and helpful to the students.  I think that things were not as clear as I had hoped because of the lack of technology.  I had the students engage in the lessons.  The students had to build their own right triangles and then work on the problems themselves.  If the students had problems then I would help the students figure out the problems that they were having trouble with.  I think that I could have had the group more engaged if I had the students work in small groups and explain how they had solved the problem and have the other students see if they agreed with the answers that they student had received.

