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Week of 10/23 and 10/25

This past week represented a turning point for me as an aspiring teacher. I am embarrassed to admit this, but I learned this week that I was really not adequately preparing myself for each day’s lesson and my students were suffering for it. I guess this was something that I didn’t notice at first and slowly it just continued to snowball until it finally caused a problem in Tuesday’s class. After that class I stopped and evaluated myself as a teacher. I couldn’t believe what I thought of myself. Putting myself in my students’ shoes, I can’t imagine anything worse than trying to learn from an unprepared teacher. After this I made an oath to myself and all my future students never to be unprepared again. On Wednesday night I read my lesson for Thursday backward and forward several times and worked through the packet activity as many times as I could, trying to see it through a student’s eyes. I should clarify that I’ve always read the lesson before teaching it; I just never really put a great deal of thought into it. I think this really helped because Thursday was easily the best day I’ve ever had as a teacher. I’ve always had such a high opinion of my teachers that I never realized the amount of preparation they put into each lesson. My students really responded well to this lesson and I know it’s because I was ready to teach it and they saw that confidence in me.


We’ve been on this material (writing equations in slope-intercept form) for some time now, so a good deal of prior knowledge was involved. Most notably, a student who rarely puts forth much effort was able to tell me the formula for slope and knew how to use it. On Thursday I was able to engage my students actively by embedding questioning throughout my lesson. I used these questions to establish a process for finding the equation of a given line by asking questions such as “Where should we start? What do we know? What do we need to know? How can we find it?” In this way I was able to almost completely limit the amount of lecturing I did. I felt that this was an engaging lesson because it featured an activity about baseball, however I’m not sure the girls were into it. By using a topic more like the Core-Plus activity on the music industry we studied, I feel as though everyone could’ve been involved. The only modification I made to my plan was to use the review for the next day as a summary activity. I reviewed some of the topics and left them on the board, then had the students complete it and turn it in for evaluation. Since we are in need of grades, I feel this was a good choice. All in all, a lack of preparation on Tuesday I feel as though I owe it to my students to be the great teacher they need to help them pass the Math A Exam and I’m confident that I can do it.
