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This week at Lafayette we studied right triangles, the distance formula and the Pythagorean Theorem.  Tuesday went well as usual.  I was impressed by how the kids remembered the right triangle vocabulary so well.  I was glad to see that they remembered what legs were in a right triangle, since I thought they were going to confuse it with what legs are in isosceles triangles.  They went through the worksheets rather quickly and picked up how to use the distance formula well.  We did find ourselves running short on time and we gave the exit ticket as an extension of the worksheet.  All the kids worked well.  The worksheets were pretty plug and chug oriented.  They did have a bit of a stumble when they had to realize they were given a radius of a circle and were asked for a diameter.  These kids have a really hard time understanding that they need to read the instructions.  They expect that everything is going to be filled out for them, which of course is not the case nor should it be the case.  Nowhere in life is every little thing spelled out for you, where every one of life’s problems has a clearly defined answer.  This is just something that has been bothering me since I administered a quiz a few weeks back.

Thursday was a bit different as usual.  Marie did not show, by now I’m used to that.  There was a fight before class started.  One of the teachers complained to us as to why we did not call security.  Everyone had a look like, how are we supposed to know on their face.  The best kid in our group, Larry, was really upset because apparently the one kid in the fight was his cousin.  So he was really restless the whole class and would not do anything.  I let him do what he wanted as long as he was quiet and stayed in his seat.  He is one of the better students so I was fine with letting him take time to think.  There were a lot of kids that came who have not been in class in a really long time.  I quickly showed a proof of the Pythagorean Theorem and let them do the worksheets from Wednesday and Thursday.  Most of the students did the first worksheet from Wednesday and got to a little bit of the worksheet on Thursday.  As a went around the only problems kids had were when they had to get rid of the square off of c2 they square rooted the one side but kept the exponent on the other side.  This is just a habit the kids are going to break eventually.  Hopefully they will be able to break it by the time they get to the Math A!  I had a good feeling after the week was done, but I have a feeling that most of the kids are going to forget the formulas by quiz time.  Hopefully they can prove me wrong this week.
