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This week at Lafayette posed a few challenges that in dealing with, I learned a lot from. Most of the plan for the week had to be changed a lot. I felt that the lesson that was written for parallel lines that I taught on Tuesday was not the best way to teach this concept. Therefore, I had to drastically change the lesson and come up with a better way of teaching it. I came up with a completely different anticipatory set than what was given and I also had to change a lot of the problems given in the worksheet. In doing this, I learned a lot about being able to alter the lesson I have to teach according to the ability of the students I am teaching. The lesson as written was, at times, too advanced and irrelevant to what needed to be taught. I know that there will be times when I am teaching in the future that I won’t like how the material is presented in the textbook or workbook that I am given to teach with and that I will need to be able to plan accordingly. It was a good thing for me to experience how to change a lesson to fit what I feel is the most appropriate way to teach something.


There were also moments during the lesson where I had to come up with problems on the spot. Since I had to alter the lesson, I only jotted a few notes down as to what I would do differently and a few problems that I wanted to model with the students. It is important to know your students so you can anticipate which problems they will have trouble with, but sometimes they surprise you with what they don’t understand. This happened on Tuesday when I gave the students one type of problem that I thought they would understand without confusion but that wasn’t the case. I then had to come up with another problem of the same type so that I could re-teach the concept. This is a difficult thing to do and therefore, it is best to try to be prepared enough so it won’t happen. I realize now that I should never assume that I know what the students will understand and what they won’t. In the future, I will make sure that I have extra problems written down just in case I need another example or two to go over.
The Math A review lesson that I had to teach on Thursday was also one that needed to be altered slightly. When I read the lesson the night before, I noticed that there were a few problems on the review sheet that were inappropriate because we haven’t taught those concepts yet. For example, there were a few problems on solving systems of equations and we aren’t teaching that for another week. Therefore, I had to find a few more Math A questions that I could give the students in place of the ones they wouldn’t be able to do. When I got to class this morning, I just had the students skip the questions they couldn’t do. This experience taught me how important it is to make sure you double check the problems you give the students and make sure what you are asking them to do is something that they have learned already. I also learned just how important it is to be prepared for class ahead of time. By being prepared, I wasn’t surprised when I got to class. I’m glad that I took the time to make sure that I not only knew what I had to do in terms of teaching the lesson, but I also checked the content. I realized that you can’t just count on the person who wrote the lesson to check what they wrote, but that you have to be prepared for the worst.
I learned a lot this week about what it takes to work with the materials given to you and what I can do to make them better. As the weeks go by, I learn more and more which I know will help me be a better teacher in the future.
