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This week was an interesting week so say the least.  Tuesday started off well with the distance formula.  I found it a bit difficult when Mrs. McNichol told us that the students didn’t even need to learn it, that they would always be able to the Pythagorean Theorem.  I thought this was a bit discrediting to your lesson because she mentioned it to us in front of a few students.  Our group did really well with the distance formula though.  One problem that I did find was when the students worked through the problem and took the square root to find, for example b from b2, they would forget to take the square root of the number and not come up with the right answer.  Also, they tended to rely on their calculators too much and made mistakes with typing the information into their calculator.  They just didn’t understand that they could do all of the work underneath the radical, and then take the square root of those results. 


We had the same types of problems on the review day.  Aveona, for example, wouldn’t do it the way that I explained it to her, that the more work she shows, the more points she would receive.  Many of her answers were wrong because she types things into her calculator incorrectly.  She had the right methodology, but because she didn’t show her steps, the only thing she would’ve been graded on was her wrong answer.  Another thing that was still giving them trouble was the square root of a non-perfect square, they were having trouble accepting that they could leave it as a radical number and not round the answer.  Finally, after a bit of explaining, I had them round to the nearest 100th and then square that answer.  Because it wasn’t the same as the original number, they seemed to understand a bit on why not to round.

If I had to do this week different I would start off with a bit more information on radicals and squaring first.  This way they had a bit more background information on the arithmetic and then they could follow the other procedures a bit better for the distance and Pythagorean Theorem.  I think I’m still trying to figure out different ways to explain things to the students so they understand them better.  I sometimes find it a bit difficult when the students don’t know what I remember knowing in 10th grade. 

