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Tuesday’s class was a bit difficult for me.  I was feeling really under the weather, and that really affected my ability to teach that day.  Thankfully I am in a group with Heather, and she recognized that I wasn’t feeling too well, so she took the lead on the lesson.

The lesson was on parallel lines, or at least it was supposed to be.  One of the biggest problems was that when a line is in the form y = mx + b, if the equation was something where the slope was 1, such as y = x + 2, the students would say that the slope was 2.  I think that they would do this because that was the only number that was there.


One thing that I have noticed is that if a variable has a coefficient of 1, then the students don’t understand that that is the same as 1x.  With respect to our parallel lines lesson, it is very difficult of students don’t know this.

Thursday’s lesson was our review lesson.  It was a bit chaotic of a lesson, from my view.  The main problem is that there was really no real structure to the lesson plan, so it sort of turned into the students working, either by themselves or in pairs, on a review worksheet.  Also, on the worksheet, of the fourteen questions, two of them were on systems of equations, which is quite interesting, since that wasn’t even taught yet.


But they day wasn’t totally lost.  We were able to assess where the students were.  We could see what they understand and what they don’t.  They are pretty good with algebra, but they aren’t great at distributing a negative.  Also, it was clear who really understood the material and who didn’t.   In fact, one of the students was instructing another student, so it was clear that he really understood the material.
