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I thought today (Thursday) at Lafayette went well however I had one student who would not participate during the lesson.  During my first week at Lafayette she was the same way with me.  This student would not answer me, she did not follow along, and she did not copy the notes.  We started with a quiz and then began the lesson.  The lesson began with what they had just done on the quiz.  The student who was not participating had the correct answer on her paper for the quiz but then when I asked her the same or a similar question, she would not respond.  This was rather frustrating for me mainly because there are not many students and not all the students are very willing to offer responses repeatedly and they need to be called on.  I do not like to call on students individually but when I know they know the answer I try to ask them and encourage them.  I think it is very important to encourage students to make them more comfortable with responding in class.  The lesson was on finding equations using the slope-intercept formula and graphing the equations.  I emphasized how important it is to show each step and label the graph completely.  When I went through a problem I asked questions to have the students walk me through the solving process and once I graphed the equation I left out the label for the line on the graph and then asked the students if that’s it?  Are we finished?  The students were able to identify what I had left out to have the complete graph.


Today at Lafayette went okay.  I was unprepared because I was told last Thursday that we would be starting our lessons for the week however, we were not on those lessons yet and I did not receive an email because this is not a day that I am scheduled to teach.  I was given the packet the students had started yesterday and I just a few minutes to look over the problems.  Because it was not the teacher version, I was unsure of what exactly the students were to write in the spaces provided for each step.  I found myself going out of order for some of the steps but I’m sure I covered each of them.  I also thought I had confused the students because I was working on the example and writing the steps on the board and once I flipped the paper over, there was more space provided and other information to be filled in.  I had to back-track a little and I felt bad because I know I threw some of tem off and got them confused but I told them what to fill in and waited for them to copy the information in the appropriate place.  I thought today’s lesson went well because I had more students than I’d had in the previous classes and I was getting responses from almost all of them!  The only thing I was not satisfied with was myself, not being as prepared as I should have been. 
 
