Sara Szczerbinski

Journal – Week 6


This week at Lafayette I had one of my best teaching experiences.  Five minutes before first period began; we were notified that the room we teach in was being used to administer the PSAT.  Therefore, all of the students, teachers, and materials had to be moved to Mr. Koestler’s room downstairs.  It was very frustrating at first because everyone had their groups set up along with materials for their lesson.  So, we went down to room 9 and decided that since Julianna was farther behind from everyone else, that she would teach her group alone and Cassie and I would combine our groups and teach together.  The only problem was that Cassie was just starting the second lesson of the week while I was on lesson 3.  My students got a review of yesterday’s lesson and you could tell they were very bored.  That was the only problem I saw when this situation occurred.  

Let’s get back to my teaching experience.  Cassie and I decided that she would teach the first half of the lesson and I would then teach the second half.  This is the part I liked most about our day at Lafayette and what I feel the students need more of.  While Cassie was teaching at the board, I was able to walk around monitoring students, answering any questions, and especially keep the students on track.  I thought this helped out the students a lot.  I saw students asking more questions when I was walking around, instead of when I teach alone and standing up at the board.  I could focus more on each individual student and their problem and not the class as a whole.  So when it was my turn to teach, I knew that Cassie would now be monitoring while I was teaching.  I felt better knowing that someone was going around making sure students were on task and helping them when necessary.  This was a great co-teaching experience for me and hopefully Cassie too.

One benefit that the students got from this was having another teacher in the room to answer questions and keep them working.  I feel that the students we are teaching have many different needs and having another teacher in the room really helped them out.  Not only can that teacher answer questions, but they can keep students on task and assess students for that day by just walking around and checking on their work.  Also, the teacher walking around can discuss what they saw with the teacher teaching the lesson and make changes accordingly or give rewards out where necessary.  


Another positive point of today’s experience was that we had a lot more resources available to us in Mr. Koestler’s room than in the room we are usually in.  Right now we are teaching slope, and it was very helpful to have a dry erase board with a graph on it to show students different slopes, and how to graph them.  I feel they can get a better visual when I show them on that, instead of me drawing a graph by hand.  I know that Mr. Koestler does not want us to be in there, but it can only benefit his students and hurt them!!! 
