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This week was one of the lightest attendance weeks that we’ve had thus far.  The lessons were mainly a review of what we had done the week before, but with a stronger emphasis on Isosceles triangles.  This seemed to be good for the students.  They struggled a little bit at the beginning of Tuesday’s lesson, but seemed to pick things up a little quicker than they have had in the past.  


Byron is a different story altogether.  He hadn’t seemed to be very interested in anything up to this point.  That seemed to change a little bit this week and especially today.  He received his quiz back from last week and got a 22 out of 28.  He remarked, “wow, I can’t believe how good I did!”  We quickly went through the quiz corrections that he needed to make and then he seemed to be a little bit eager to get to work on this week’s material.  We worked through a worksheet on isosceles triangles together.  He seemed to be very confident that he knew the material and it showed in his work.  He made a couple mistakes, but was able to realize that he made them and mostly fix them on his own.  
This is maybe a small change, but was quite remarkable to me nonetheless.  Here is a kid who for the first 3-4 weeks seemed to want to be anywhere but in math class, and in most cases was, who now seems to be a little bit interested in what is going on.  It’s amazing what gaining a little bit of confidence can seem to do.  

The other student in our group that is like that is Isaiah.  He is very smart and seems to get bored pretty easily.  He already passed the Math A exam.  I think that maybe we should try and find some more challenging work for him to do on his own to keep him interested.  He has been showing up on Tuesdays and Thursdays pretty consistently so far.  

One difficulty that I have noticed is that is that we are getting new students into our group and there is a couple of kids that don’t really show up too much.  This makes is hard to get them on the same page as the rest of the group.  What Helen and I have been doing is breaking up the group into two smaller groups, one consisting of the kids who were behind and one with the students that seemed to be caught up.  This at least allowed us to keep most of the students at a place where they were not seeing material that was foreign to them. 


