Nathan Schiro 

Week 6 

This week I have learned that I should complete every lesson before I am going to teach the lesson.  Some of the answers that I and the kids received did not match the pictures that we had drawn.  The picture that I had drawn and the answers that we had were different.  The answers were correct on the lesson plan; but when they had measured the lengths of the sides and the angles of the triangles the triangles were different.  This is because there is an error when measuring.  If I would have done the assignment I would have noticed that this could have been an issue.  I would have been able to change the points so that the students would have not been able to make this error.  If the students were using the distance formula then we would have noticed the correct answers, which I was not able to show the students because we were told not to use the formula.  I think that the lesson would have been clearer if I would have shown the students the distance formula.  This could have helped the students clear up the mistakes in the measurement that they could have made.  I like to use formulas to find answers because you receive a better answer.  If I would have used the formulas then the students could have received more precise answers and the students would have been able to understand this better.  I had connected the material to the students’ prior knowledge.  The students knew what measurements would give them what type of triangle.  They knew this from the week before when they learned about the types of triangles.  I had engaged the students in the lesson had had the students come up to the board and solve the problems.  While the student was solving the problem on the board I would have the other students check the work on the board to make sure it was done correctly.  If a mistake had been made I would have the students help the student at the board figure out the correct answer.  Today the students were solving a problem and they had set it up wrong.  They did not notice that they had the incorrect set up until they solved for x.  The one student said that they had set the problem up wrong because they had a decimal answer so he knew that the answer was wrong.  I found that to be a good assumption because the decimal was not a nice number of ½ or ¼ which tend to be the only fractions that we use.  By doing this it took up more time then I would have liked to take up so I need to learn when I need to step in so that so much time is not wasted.  I thought that if the students found their mistakes then they would have a better chance to learn the material and remember the information.  One misconception that the students had was when I drew a picture on the board gave the students a measurement of one pf the angles in the triangle.  I had labeled the measurements of the legs as “a”.  The students did not understand that was all and that this was to show that the triangle was an isosceles triangle.  To fix this so that the students could understand I erased the “a’s” and put the congruent marks on the triangle to show that the legs had the same measurement.  Another misconception that the students had was on setting up an equation.  The students did not read the problem correctly.  I made the students read the problem again and show me on the board what they were really told.  When I asked the students they kept telling me the wrong answer so I had shown them how to read an angle again and then shown the students the angle on the board and had they then explain to me how we set the problem up.  Then when the students’ solved the problem they had a negative answer and told me that this could not be right and that the answer was wrong.  I asked them if they were sure and all but one checked the rest of the problem and realized that the value that they had received was correct.  The one student did not believe me and argued with me until they plugged the value in for x and solved the equation.  They the student agreed with me and the answer that I had given them.
