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Tuesday was a big vocabulary day.  Students learned about the parts of an isosceles triangle.  We had the students guess what the parts were based on what they knew about the words in other contexts.  They associated words like base angles to the bottom of the triangle, and in the diagram it worked, however Marie and I were quick to clear up that misconception.  The students were able to label the parts of the triangle well and there were few problems.  The hardest part was to get the students to come up to the board to label the triangle for everyone to see.  The students did well when solving the equations with our help.  I was very disappointed by Friday’s quiz, when few of the students really retained the knowledge that if an isosceles triangle has 2 equal sides then you can set those sides equal to each other or label them with the same variable expression in order to solve for x.

Thursday’s review day did not go as well.  The big problem was that I answered many of the questions wrong that the students asked me.  I really do not know what my problem was that day.  They would ask me a question to check their work and I would look at it and say that it was right when it was wrong and wrong when it was right.  I did that for a good portion of the class.  Another problem was that Larry was my only student for the first ten minutes and then Justin walked in.  So as Justin walked in I was just finishing up my spiel with Larry and it kind of threw me off task for a bit.  I hoped that the kids understood the material, but in the end for the quiz, it seemed like most of them forgot it.  Every once in awhile I think we need to go back and review everything we have gone over so far, not just week to week but month to month.  Maybe we will do that during Thanksgiving week.
