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This week at Lafayette went really well. The lessons that we taught this week were received relatively well by the students. One misconception that the students had was in regards to the lesson on writing equations in slope-intercept form. The problem they were having was writing the final equation of the line. They were able to understand how to find the slope and use a given point to find the y-intercept, but they didn’t understand that they didn’t need to write the equation with the point plugged in. I tried to explain to them that the point they used was only one of the many points that make up a line and that we want the equation of the line in the form y = mx + b. I think some of the students understood by the end of class, but I’m not sure that I reached everybody. I think that if I am more prepared with different methods of solving the problems for the specific concept, it will help me to better teach my students and waste less time.

I like the fact that my students can give answers in class freely without raising their hands because it creates more of a discussion rather than just me asking questions and having one student answer. However, I need to find a way to make sure that every student gets a chance to answer a question. There were a couple of times today when I would ask a question and call on a specific student to answer but before they had a chance to give an answer, another student did it for him. This particular student does very well in class and I know he knows the answer so I want other students to have a chance. I would like to correct this problem without losing the class discussion. I thought that calling on a specific student instead of just asking a question to the entire class would help, but it doesn’t always work, especially if the student I called on takes to long to answer. I need to try and find a better way to balance the discussion without leaving any of the students out.

On a related issue, I think it is very difficult to teach to the different levels of students at the same time. In our group we have students who struggle a lot and others who get bored because they understand everything. Usually, we end up teaching to the students in the middle the majority of the time, which doesn’t help the struggling students or challenge the accelerated ones. I would like to alter my teaching techniques so that I can reach all of my students at each of their levels. Since there are two of us teaching at the same time, it is sometimes easy for one of us to help the struggling student while the other continues with the lesson. However, I’m not sure how to help the accelerated student gain interest in the lesson when the majority of the students are below his level of mathematical understanding.


Also, after having discussed it in class, I realize that I ask “Ok?” and “Right?” a lot when I teach. It is a bad habit that I am trying to be more conscious of. Because I feel that I know my students better, I can judge when someone doesn’t understand something. Also, most of my students don’t have a problem with asking questions or stopping us when they get confused or don’t understand something. I think that this is part of the reason why I still ask those questions. I still would like to break this habit because I realize that there are some students who don’t want to admit they are confused and breaking this habit would help me be a better teacher in the future. I am definitely going to try to use the worksheets that we were given in class that describe various questions to ask that are much better than “Ok?” and “Right?”
