Casie Croff
10/14/07 – 10/20/07

Wednesday, 10/17/07


Today’s lesson was chaos because of the PSAT’s.  Team teaching was nice in our situation because one of us could walk around to help and monitor students while the other led the class.  It was unfortunate that most of the students had already seen the lesson, but I guess reviewing the material never hurts.  I could just tell they were bored.  On the other hand, it was unfortunate that we rushed through the first part of the lesson for those that hadn’t had the lesson yet.  Overall, I think the students were doing ok with slope-intercept equations.  The one thing I noticed the students getting confused on was what to plug in and when.  They would plug in the right numbers when solving for the y-intercept, but then wanted to plug x and y in again in the general equation at the end.  I tried but didn’t really know how to make it clear to them that we don’t plug x and y into the general equation.   I explained that we want the equation to hold true for any x and y on that line so we needed a general form.  I also tried to ask them what the equation would look like if we did plug the x and y values in.  I asked them how we would enter the equation into our calculator to graph it if there was no y in the equation.  They realized that there would no longer be a variable and it wouldn’t maintain the slope-intercept form of a linear equation.  The students still wanted to plug those x and y values in though when it came to the next example.  Sarah reiterated the point by telling them to just leave x and y as is when writing the final equation.  How else would we explain it? 

Thursday, 10/18/07


Today’s lesson was interesting to observe.  I was most shocked at how long it took to get through the first exercise in the lesson.  The students had a terribly difficult time applying their algebra and equation solving techniques to the problem.  The teachers, as a result, were struggling to make it clear for them.  Their lagging algebra skills really seem to impede their comprehension and focus of math concepts.  A lot of times the students get so lost in the algebra of the problem that they do not even know what they are solving for or what direction they should be headed in.  I thought this lesson would be a relatively easy follow-up to the slope-intercept lessons, but I was mistaken.  As simple as it seemed to just have the students plug in the given x, y, and m, they were still having difficulties knowing exactly what to do.  I don’t think they take enough time to think about what they are doing before they start on the problem and immediately think they can’t or don’t know how to do it.  Solving the point-slope equation to get the slope-intercept form was also a challenge.  Yesenia tried to work it out on the board and the teachers helped her through as she got stuck.  When she finally reached the slope-intercept form, it was like something clicked and she finally realized what she had just done.  She wasn’t really thinking about what she was doing or where she was headed with the problem, she was just focused on the algebra of getting it done.  I really hope to improve the students’ problem solving skills and contextual comprehension; and to improve their mathematical thinking and processes.  I think asking more questions would be a great way to start.  Having them verbalize what they are doing as they solve a problem so you can actually see and determine where they are going wrong might also be helpful.       

