Casie Croff
10/22/07 and 10/24/07

Monday, 10/22/07


I had fun with today’s lesson.  We were working on the point-slope lesson and having the students find the point-slope form of an equation and then solve and simplify it to get the standard and slope-intercept form of the equation.  I had them find the point-slope form of the equation and then they could come up with how to get it into slope-intercept form.  They remembered and brought up PEMDAS for solving and the distributive property.  It was nice to see them using and applying their previous knowledge and mathematics skills.  A lot of times they forget or cannot recall this information and it makes the lessons much more boring.  There was so much that the students could do and knew how to do, that they were participating and “discovering” a little more than they have in other lessons.  The students seemed a bit more confident while working through the examples today.  When they realize that they know more than they think and gain just a little bit of confidence from this realization, they handle the posed problems much better; and are at least willing to try.  I try to encourage them to give input even if it is wrong because we can discuss why it’s wrong later, but I just like to see them thinking and participating.

Wednesday, 10/24/07


Today we discussed parallel and perpendicular lines, focusing on the perpendicular.  The anticipatory set was nice to get them to understand the difference between intersecting, parallel, and perpendicular lines.  The students seemed pretty comfortable with the definition of perpendicular lines and they key idea that they form right angles.  The students were able to tell me what was meant by negative or opposite reciprocal (they told me that opposite was the opposite sign and reciprocal meant to flip the fraction), but when it came to finding the negative reciprocal of a number they struggled.  If I asked the students for the negative reciprocal of a number, they would just give some guess of a number or the same number.  When we broke it up into a couple steps, however, they were able to correctly identify the opposite reciprocal.  I had them first identify the number’s reciprocal and then it’s opposite.  The students weren’t able to see that or make that jump mentally and accurately.  I ended up spending quite a bit of time on negative reciprocals because the students were having such difficulties with the idea.  I felt confident and could see by the end of the class that they were giving me answers that they were comfortable with as opposed to guesses.       

