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Tuesday was an interesting day for me at Lafayette.  Nothing all that interesting happened to me, but today, more than any other day, I began to think about the student’s prior knowledge and how it affects us as instructors.  Math, I believe more than any other subject, is a subject that builds upon its self.  Mathematical knowledge is derived from previous mathematical knowledge.  To do the more advanced techniques, a student needs to know the basic methods in order to build upon their basic knowledge which leads to more advanced thinking.

And that leads me to Lafayette and my growing frustration.  Some of these students simply don’t have the prior knowledge necessary for these units.  When we were going over slope today, and taking slope from two points on the coordinate plane, one of the students didn’t know which value was x and which value was y in a coordinate.  If the students don’t know (x,y), they won’t be able to correctly find the slope of any line.

But I am not upset at my students for not having the necessary prior knowledge.  The students that I have are trying really hard, but they are so far behind, it is really difficult to catch them up.


Thursday at Lafayette was just as frustrating as Tuesday was for me.  I don’t know, hopefully I am just having a bad week.  With the students that I have, I am really beginning to see a gap between the levels of knowledge between some of the students in my group.  One of my students has been rather withdrawn from class lately, but if you hand him an assignment or quiz, he will look at it, fill in the answers, and turn it in, 100% correct.  So today, while Heather took charge of the class, I spoke with him on the side, and I learned that he had already taken the Math A exam, and passed it.  He told me that the only reason that he was taking this class is because he was so bored in this regular algebra class, that he never went to it and therefore failed.


This makes me really mad, if indeed this is true, that if he did indeed pass the Math A, that they would put him in our class just so he can get a passing grade for algebra class.  He is a really smart kid, and he is really gaining nothing from this class.  Our class is forced to go much slower than is needed for him.  He really should be in geometry or advanced algebra class, instead of here, because I think that he has a great chance to succeed if he is properly challenged.

