Sara Szczerbinski

Journal #5


This week at Lafayette High School was cut short for the Monday and Wednesday groups due to Columbus Day.  Therefore, I will only be able to reflect on one day in this journal.  Unfortunately, the only day I was there this week, did not go so well.  Mr. Koestler really bothers me.  He makes me feel like my lesson plans are not good enough and they we need to rush through everything.  He also makes me feel very minute and that everything I have to contribute is wrong.  I feel he is very narrow minded, which is not the way we are taught at Buffalo State to be.  He thinks his way is the only way, and I feel the total opposite.  I think we need his feedback on lessons that will be taught prior to 10 minutes before the class starts and him changing the entire lesson.  I believe that these students are getting cheated in a way because there are many different activities and learning styles we could be using, but are not getting any support from Mr. Koestler. 

Anyways, enough of my bashing Mr. Koestler (hope he doesn’t see these!!), today in class we talked about slope.  Surprisingly students knew what it was (I only had 3, who are probably my top three students), remembering from the previous lesson.  Teaching today taught me to be prepared a little bit better.  I felt like I should have had different materials prepared to show them graphs and have ones that I could draw on that were to scale.  I felt for this lesson an overhead projector would have been a vital piece of technology.  I could have had the specific axes I needed to graph the graphs already done and would have been able to do it right in front of them.  Instead I sketched a rough draft on the board and tried to make my line as straight as I could.  Having a more accurate picture would allow students to check their work and also see what the picture is suppose to look like.  At Lafayette, we are not able to practice using overheads, which is something I would like to use student teaching and in the future.  

I feel that being prepared is a very important part of being a teacher.  When you are prepared, students have less down time and more activity going on.  Also, the class will go so much smoother when you know what you are doing.  Makes sense!! So, this week I learned to be prepared for the lesson I will teach the next day.  I also learned what materials I will use to teach slope the next time and see if that works out better.  
