Nathan Schiro

Week 5


This week I learned that it does not work out too well when the students do not show up to the class on time.  This is quite annoying when the students show up at different times through out the class period.  I had problems trying to get the student caught up that was late and teach the new information to the students that have been there the whole time.  While I am getting the student caught up that was late the students that have been there the whole time are loosing out on time that they should not miss because the student who was not there took time away from the other students so they could find out what was going on in the classroom.

I think that the lesson today did not go as well as I would really have liked.  I think that this was because had had two students come into the class late.  I had to spend time to help get the students caught up to where the other students were so that everybody was on the same page.  After, I had got that student caught up a few minutes later another student would come into the class.  I would have to spend time getting that student caught up.  If I did not have to spend so much time getting the students caught up I could have covered more of the material that I would have liked to cover.  


I feel that I have connected the material to the students’ prior knowledge.  The students knew that the sum of the angles in a triangle had to equal 180˚.    I would ask the students how I could find a missing angle if I know what two angles.  I also had the students tell me how we would set up the algebraic expressions to find the measure of the third angle.  This is information that the students had already known.  They have been setting up equations all year.  


I had the students engaged in the lesson.  I would ask the students directed questions in hopes of getting the correct answer that I was looking for.  I would wait for the students to answer the question before I would display what I was trying to get across to the students.  I also had some students come to the board and solve the problem that we were trying to solve.  The students was not sure if he knew what he was trying to do so I had helped him out and directed him in the correct direction.  I did this by telling him to draw the picture and do what the problem was telling us to do.  I feel that the students learn better this way; the students are more engaged in the lesson when I have them participate instead of lecturing.  

I think that I could have the students more engaged if they would have been in the class the whole time.  I could have had the students work in small groups to solve the material.  Then I could have had them go up to the board and teaching me what they had figured out.  By doing the lesson like this the students can have a better chance to learn the material for a longer period of time instead of till the end of the next period.  I would have liked to modify the lesson today because we were behind so that I was able to cover the material from yesterday and today.  I did not have enough time to cover both the lessons.  I think that I could have had the students solve a couple problems from the worksheet that was given out on Tuesday and check for understanding to see if the students had grasp of the concept that was being covered.  The worksheet was setting up equations and solving them then plugging in the value that they had found to mind the measures of the angles.  This was also done in today’s lesson, and then the students would have covered the material that was supposed to be covered today.    One thing that bothers me is that the students tell me that they have no idea what they are suppose to do or they have no idea what they are doing.  I had a student tell me that today.  I told the student that he could not tell me that and that I did not believe him.  Then after I told the student that he had told me exactly how set the problem up and then solve the problem up and the measures of each angle in the triangle.  So this student obviously knew what he was doing.  
