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Since I had to turn in last week’s journal on Thursday, I didn’t get a chance to write about the test that I wrote for Friday. Mr. Koestler had a chance to edit the test on Wednesday, which he did. He made some changes and we fixed the test to make it the way that he wanted. As I understand it, when Bill went to give the test on Friday, he wasn’t too happy with the test. He made some comments about the structure of the test itself, which is fine, but he also made some comments about the difficulty level of the test. He said that the test was too hard for the students and he ended up making it an open notes test. 

I’m really concerned about the students being able to pass the Math A exam when we need to “dumb it down” for the students. The test consisted of questions almost exactly like the ones we did in class, only I changed the numbers. Mr. Koestler isn’t doing the students any favors by making the tests easier than they will see on the Math A. In fact, the tests we make are easier than the Math A. It’s frustrating to think that we have to help the students pass this exam, but we are essentially being told to make things easy for the students. I just feel like I could be doing more for the students if I push them than just by letting them pass the class. 

This week went really well. I was sick this week, so it was a little bit of a challenge. I learned this week that you can’t let yourself get behind just because you are sick. I know that there will be some days when I’m sick or even just don’t feel like teaching where I will just have to do what I need to do. It was difficult, but I felt I did a pretty good job staying on task and helping the students.

I think that the students had a pretty good grasp of the material that we taught. They had a little trouble understanding function notation however I was able to relate it back to the lesson on finding the range from the domain. For this lesson, they were given x-values and had to plug them in to the function to find the y-values. Once they understood that f(x) is the same thing as y, they were able to solve problems when given a value for x. I was also surprised at how well the students understood the lesson on the calculator. I think that they have a good grasp on how to graph a function, look at the table of values, and change the window. I think they need a little more practice in making a window on their own instead of just giving it to them. I explained to them that they don’t need to know what the best window is just by looking at the graph, but that they can try a few windows out to see which fits the best. Overall, I think they will do well on the test.

I think that we are finally getting our grades organized so that the students have more to go on than just their test grades. I think that the exit tickets and short quizzes are the best things for them because they don’t do homework when we give it to them. In general, most of the students are doing well on the exit tickets, which is good because they will bring up their grades. Overall, I think this was a great week and hopefully next week will be just as good.
