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I have mixed feelings about today’s lesson.  I thought some parts went really well and then there were some parts that didn’t go so well.  We started talking about slope today.  I was really excited during and immediately following the anticipatory set activity with the skier.  The students were able to come up with and seemed to understand the ideas of positive, negative, zero, and undefined slope related to the skier.  Things were going great.  When it came time to define slope, there was a little confusion and lack of mathematical language.  The students weren’t really able to describe in words what was meant by slope.  So I guess they really didn’t understand the concept of slope, they just understood or could relate the idea to the skier.  That was a little disappointing.  Things got better, though as we went through the definitions and formula for slope.  The students were able to come up with the ratio for rise to run (rise over run) and could determine which graphs would have positive, negative, no, or zero slope when I drew random graphs on the board.  But then again, when it came time to do the first example in which they had to determine the slope using the rise over run method everything seemed to fall apart.  They could and would tell me that the rise is the difference in the y-values and that the run was the difference in the x-values, but I couldn’t get them to see it from the graph at first.  I thought it would be easier to find slope using a graph rather than words because most students are visual learners and prefer to see what they are learning.  After some colored chalk and arrows to depict the rise over run, they seemed to have a little better understanding of the method.  The students, for the most part though, were still determining the rise from the x and y coordinates of the points rather than just counting the units moved to the right or left and the units moved up or down.  They were informally using the formula to find the slope rather than the graph.  I guess I was just quite surprised by this.  That’s why I chose to write so much about it.
