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Tuesday at Lafayette certainly went better than it did on Thursday, which was a relief.  We went over parallel lines with respect to how to find them in an equation as well as from a graph.  They seemed to understand the idea that if the corresponding angles are congruent then the lines are parallel.  I only say seemed because they did well when we went over it in class but when we they did the test on Friday nobody really understood that fact on the test, which I’ll write about in a bit.  I digress.  I noticed that on Tuesday when they got to a problem where they had to apply the ideas they have learned in the class nearly everyone struggled.  The problem involved making lines on a football field and had the students draw the lines out themselves and then asked them how they knew the horizontal lines are parallel.  They seemed to struggle with the problem because things were not completely spelled out for them on what to do.  If my understanding is what is really happening then I am really disconcerted about how these kids are learning math.  They need to realize that the real world math is not completely spelled out for them.  I do not know if this is the fault of the teachers, my way of teaching, or the students themselves.  I am going to assume it’s a bit of everything.  Either way my fear was reassured on Friday’s test when nobody got the last problem correct.


I gave out the test on Friday and even went over beforehand how to make an equation from the slope and y-intercept, how to find a line parallel as well as perpendicular to that line.  This was something I did not want to do, but apparently they have been doing it for the other tests.  On the last 2 problems but the last problem especially nobody got a complete answer.  I was feeling particularly generous so when I noticed this I reissued the quiz and told them that they did not answer the last question correctly at all.  The majority of the students tried to justify that two lines are parallel because they look like they never touch and are perpendicular because they intersect at 90-degree angles even though in the problem they could never know this happens for sure without finding the slope of the lines.  I never explicitly told them they had to find the slope of either line.  Was it wrong for me to assume that they could do something without me writing down every step for them?  I think not!  Its not even the fact that one or two kids tried to justify the problem without algebra, none of them did it!  That is just crazy to me.  Which makes me think that it may be more the way we are teaching.  Am I holding these kids up to too high of a standard without explicit guidance i.e. too little guidance on how to think for themselves?  Just a frustrating experience overall.  After the kids were “done” with the quiz they began to talk.  I told them to quiet down and there was a lot going on that I do not think I should comment on in this forum, but I’m sure you’ll hear it from me sooner or later.

