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This week was again disappointing in terms of attendance, however not at all in terms of the progress these students made. I had three students Tuesday and just two of those students returned Thursday. On the one hand, it’s sad that our attendance levels are so low. On the other hand, we were able to move through a good deal of material; we probably would not be where we are if the entire class was present all week. This, however, is even more alarming to me. I’m concerned that if I can’t get a class of seven students to make considerable progress that a class of 25-30 students will move much more slowly. However, some of this can be chalked up to the extremely poor attendance and the fact that I only see the students twice a week.


This last point is considerably troublesome to me. I really like all my students but I feel that this style of teaching is a bit much for high school students to deal with. Each week they’re taught by at least two, maybe three different teachers, none of whom they really know very well. For example, I have just one student whom addresses me by any name at all, and to her I go by “Mister.” This contributes to our limited progress, as I’ve had little time to learn about my students and the ways in which they learn. There is a flip side to every problem, though, and this one is no exception. Our students are benefiting by being exposed to several different teaching styles each week and an even broader range of styles of lesson plans. 

I learned a few very important things about my self as a teacher this week. On Thursday I taught my (two) students a lesson on graphing linear equations in which I helped them create their own understanding of the concept. I worried that this would be much more difficult than it turned out to be. I feel that I learned more about them during this short process than during the entire semester thus far. I helped them walk through the process slowly, dissecting it in a step-by-step manner that is both easy to write and understand. I’ve learned a lot about constructivism in the classroom and have always looked forward to trying it myself, despite always seeing it as a challenge. Having success with it has really reassured me about my future as a teacher.

I noticed a few things during this week that I’ll definitely try to change in the future. Most notably, I found myself reading from the worksheets and packets a bit too often. I’ve decided that I’ll try to change that next week by choosing students at random to read aloud. This will hopefully free me up to add extra input and ask questions to qualify student understanding, while at the same time increasing their level of engagement. I look forward to trying this out next week. Lastly, I spent some time last Thursday and this Tuesday trying to connect their recently learned knowledge of decimals and proportions and I believe I finally had success on Tuesday. I attribute this to repetition of the concept, as well as making a chart on the board and using a number line to help my students visualize this connection. I plan hope to do more of this next week and in weeks to come.
