Journal 3

Tuesday Oct 2, 2007


One thing that I have noticed in the past few weeks is that it is difficult to have every student working at the same pace and level. I have not been able to decide whether I like lecture style, group work, or individual work for these students. I think a mix of everything is very important, and it depends on the material being covered. 


With these students at Lafayette, so many of them are at different stages, some grasp on to the information quickly, while others need more time and attention to the matter. Tuesday seemed to be a good day. For the most part everyone was on the same page. They understood the anticipatory set well, and had no problem jumping into the worksheet. I was very happy that they were able to get through the whole sheet without feeling rushed. One thing that I have not liked throughout this semester is being rushed to get through the lesson. Yes I know it depends on how well the students accept the material, and it is better that we take our times and not rush them to move on. For the first time this semester I felt like the students were able to get through the whole lesson, without confusion and without being hurried. I felt like everyone left that day with the objectives of the lesson completed. One thing that I would have liked to do was introduce construction on parallel and perpendicular lines at some point during the week. I know for myself I think it is very cool that a compass can be used to make perfectly parallel lines, n I think the students would have also found in interesting. The only problem, with our time frame, we did not see how we would be able to fit it in without rushing, and combining the other lessons. Maybe if there is time at the end of the semester it could be something to look at with the students. 

