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After four weeks of teaching at Lafayette, I feel I have learned a lot. On Tuesday we finished the lesson on equations as relations. We only had four students, but I was really impressed with how well they understood. I am confident that they can tell me what the domain and the range of a relation is and be able to find the range when given the domain and the equation of a line. However, they are still having trouble understanding how to solve an equation for y when the equation is not in y = mx + b form. I think I could do a better job helping the students use things they have previously learned to solve new problems. It seems as though even if the students understand something that day, they forget it the next day. I think I could do a better job of stressing the importance of remembering what we have done because everything we are teaching them can and will be used in some way in future problems and especially on the Math A. 

This week was challenging because we had to compromise of one of the lessons. Because we are a few days behind, we needed to look at the lessons we were supposed to teach and modify them so that we were only teaching what was essential for the students to know. The content of the lesson was not what we really needed to teach, so we ended up coming up with a completely different lesson. I didn’t actually teach this lesson because it was for Wednesday, but teaching the lesson in this way allowed us to catch up a little so we could teach the first lesson on functions on Thursday.

On Thursday we taught an introduction to functions. The students had to determine if a given relation is a function and be able to tell why. Most of the students were at the same level of understanding for this lesson but there were a couple that really understood the concept and ended up getting bored. One of the students did the entire vertical line test worksheet correctly before we got through the first example as a class. I think one of the hardest things for a teacher is to ensure that not only the students having trouble get help, but that the gifted students stay interested. Obviously, we can’t teach the whole class to keep up with this student, but what do you do when you have a student who gets bored every day? I need to find a way to keep his attention so that he doesn’t decide not to come anymore.

I think I did well getting the students to use the terms domain and range and tell me what the difference was. Every new example I would ask them what the range and domain were and connect that to the definition of function we had written on the board. I’m pretty confident that they can identify the domain and range of a function when they are given a chart or a group of ordered pairs. However, when we tried to relate this information to determine if a graph of a relation is a function, the students had some trouble. They couldn’t grasp the idea of what the domain of a straight line is and they had a rough time with the vertical line test. I made the mistake of assuming that this was something they would know how to do and I was therefore unprepared to come up with a different way of explaining it. I thought the spaghetti was a good idea and would help, but it wasn’t as effective as I expected. Next week I hope we will have time to go over vertical line test again so that I can help the students understand better. I am really enjoying my time teaching at Lafayette and I really like all of my students because most of them really want to learn. I hope that I can do a good enough job teaching them what they need to know so that they can pass the Math A exam and graduate high school.

