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This week at Lafayette can really be explained in one word….interesting.  I taught by myself on Tuesday because Greg was sick, and today I substituted into another group.  It was a lot different teaching by myself, and then teaching a group of students that I knew nothing about.


Tuesday went pretty well.  It was the typical three students (Aveona, Raymond and Yanira) that showed up.  It’s getting to just be those three.  But that is okay because they pay attention and ask questions usually without any hesitation.  I’ve been trying to apply a bit of our reading from our book about asking questions.  I’ve noticed sometimes I ask a question, but I don’t ask it in a way that the students really understand it.  I really just had to take a step back and re-think what I was asking and try to ask it in a different way.  They still weren’t too clear on the whole slope concept even after the lesson.  They really seemed to like counting the rise over run instead of using the slope formula.  Which I tried telling them it was fine as long as they had the graph, but if they were only given the points to find the slope they would have to use the formula.  I hope that got cleared up this week for the quiz tomorrow.

Today was a different change of pace to switch groups.  I was used to my group and it was a big adjustment to switch on the drop of a dime this morning.  Kyle’s group wasn’t as involved or actively participating like I was used to.  I had to struggle and almost pry their answers from them.  All of the students understood the material, they were all just a bit shy about sharing their information.  Two of the students actually caught the mistakes on the worksheet before I could point them out to them.  They just need to work on their confidence in their answers a bit more.

Overall I think this week went well.  I learned how to adapt my lessons to a different group of students and that not all students are the same.  They are things that I knew, but never really had to experience.  The more the students interact with us I think the more comfortable they are getting with us and adjusting to our teaching styles.

