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Tuesday at Lafayette went rather well.  I feel as if I really understand how to question students.  There still are times where I do ask poor questions, whether I more or less give the students the answer in the question, or I ask something like, “right?”  But, now I catch myself doing this, sometimes before I start to ask the question.  I understand what I am doing right and what I am doing wrong, and hopefully in the future, I will be doing more right than wrong.

In addition to my question asking going well, I think that my co-teaching with Heather is finally starting to click.  It was rather uncomfortable at first, but now I think we are getting our timing down.  It was really tough at first because we both want to teach the lesson, and we are both prepared to teach the entire lesson, so we are trying to get our words in.


What we have done recently is break up the lesson into chunks, and we each take a section.  The only problem with that was, that when one of us wants to add something to what the other is saying, it gets to this sort of interruption thing, and the lesson sort of breaks down.  But now, I think that we are getting better in recognizing when the other is about to speak.

Thursday at Lafayette was a rather different story, for it did not go as well.  Today, we introduced functions, and it didn’t go as well as I had hoped.  We were starting the lesson, and then only a few minutes in, Mr. Koestler comes over to ask us for the lesson plan, while Heather is talking.  I would have much preferred that he would have done that before the game.   Then he remarked that when he taught functions, he only taught it with graphing.  If he wanted us to teach only graphing, perhaps he would have told us before we started the lesson.


The first thing we taught was non-graphical functions, and seeing if things like tables were functions.  The students seemed to understand what was going on.  Then we went to graphical functions, and we used spaghetti to do the vertical line test, which I thought was a great idea.  The only problem that we had was that the students did not connect the fact that the picture of the graph represented numbers, which I found quite upsetting.  I tried to get the students to make a connection, but then time expired, which was even more frustrating.

