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My third week at Lafayette High School came as somewhat of a disappointment. Both days went swimmingly, however that was due a serious lack of attendance among my most struggling students. On Tuesday only one student, Angel, showed up. On a positive note, though, one of my group members was present to help teach our lesson so I did get to see what it was like to work with a partner for the first time. With one student, however, this was not extremely beneficial. Instead of being able to take turns teaching and circulating among the students, we spent more time tripping over one another. Yet, getting back to the positive side of things, the new knowledge I gained from so much time with Angel separated from his classmates for an entire class has proved invaluable. I could always tell he was more intelligent than he let on, yet he was always hesitant to offer a response in the full class. With the spotlight pointing directly at him, he flourished. He breezed through our lesson and we even had time to do extra practice problems and introduce him to the next day’s lesson. Needless to say, I was eager to see whether his attitude would return again in a full class.


On Thursday Shannon and I were greeted by a few more students, however our class was still missing four students when the bell rang. Angel was present again, accompanied by Diamond and Jade, two very bright girls with completely opposite personalities. Diamond always follows along and participates, sometimes too often, while Jade chooses to spend most of our recent classes complaining about how cold the room is. This Thursday was no different. Angel continued to improve as he and Diamond took turns providing the correct responses to our questions. Jade spent the class drawing on her binder. This Tuesday I plan to speak with Mr. Koestler about what I can do to get students like Jade to participate. About ten minutes into class another student, Cecelia, arrived and grasped the concept almost immediately. These three students flew through proportions and we even introduced them to the next lesson on percent of change. I’m optimistic that this week could’ve created a foundation of three bright students who can help provide a structure to move our group along a bit quicker. In a classroom of groups that are all behind schedule, we’re the furthest behind, but this could be the turning point. 
I find it both funny and reassuring that I began this reflection on a pessimistic note and, just through writing it, have changed my tune. I can’t wait to see what next week will bring.
