Sara Szczerbinski

Journal #3 – Week 3


I felt this week went pretty well at Lafayette.  Although I do see fewer students coming each week, I think I have grown and feel more comfortable being there.  Also, in the past few weeks, I have gotten to know the students better as well.  I know my strong students from the weak ones.  I know who is willing to learn and is in class trying their hardest to pass the math A.  Most important, I am getting to know how each individual student learns the best.  Whether it may be by lecturing or doing activities hands on, I have a feel for which students may like or learn better by myself teaching that way.  Even though the lesson may not use each student’s preference of learning, I try to incorporate them as much as possible.   

I really liked talking about our frustrations in class the other day.  I feel a lot better knowing that I am not the only one in the class feeling this way.  Cassie was right; Mr. Koestler is the exact opposite of the teacher I would like to become one day.  I am not saying that he is wrong and I am right.  But, going through my courses at Buffalo State and my own beliefs, this is just the way I feel.  So, I am considering this as a positive experience, rather than giving up because Mr. Koestler and I have different views.  I am learning about myself and my methods of teaching.  I am finding out how I want my classroom to be run and what I want my students to experience while they are in my classroom.  I am very thankful that I have such a class to take before I student teach.  Educating students is a big responsibility and I feel the only way we can be more successful at it, is by experience.  
