Nathan Schrio

Journal week 3

I thought that the week went pretty well.  One problem that I had was that I forgot to take my papers in to the class.  I left the papers in my car so I had to run down to my car to get the papers for the lesson that I was teaching.  When I looked at my folder that I keep the lessons in I had a bunch of papers, these papers were the test that the students’ took last week.  I learned that I actually need to look in the folder to see what I actually in the folder to make sure that I have everything for the day.  This took time that I could have been setting up and talking to Ms. McNichol about the test that the students had taken.   Also, getting students set-up to take the exam that they had missed takes some time.  The students that have taken the test on the day that they were suppose to lose time that they should not lose because students did not feel like coming to class.  I know why teachers used to get mad if someone missed a test.  

I try to connect the material that the students are currently learning to material that they have already learned.  I try and get the students to use the definitions for the content as much as possible so that they can get a basic understanding of the material.  The students need to learn the definitions for when they have to take the Math A exam.  Questions on the exam will ask questions that use the terminology and if they do not know the words the students might not be able to get the correct answer.  


I think that I activity engage the students in the lessons.  I do not just stand up there and write the notes on the board.  I ask the students what the relationship is of the angles.   For example, in parallel lines cut by a transversal solving for x in two alternate interior angles, I will ask the students what type of angle relationship is there.  Also, after a student tells me the relationship of the angles I ask the students how the equation needs to be set up to find the value of x.  After the students solve for the value of x I tell them to plug x back into the original equations to make sure that they balance.  This will help the students check to make sure that they have done their arithmetic correctly.  

I think that I would have the students split up into pairs to work on the worksheet.  The students can compare answers that they have conjured and debate any discrepancies between the students.  After the students work on the worksheet for a few minutes I will bring the students back together and go over the answers as a class.  Any problems that the students are having I can then clarify for the whole group.  If one student is having problems other students are also having problems with the same material.  The students working together in pairs will get the students involved in the lesson.  Working in pairs will help the students find out if they really understand the material.  The students have trouble remembering the exact words.  They tell me the interior angle that starts with an a.  Then I make the students tell me what the properties are of the word that they are using.  The students seem to be participating in class and are willing to cooperate with us being the teachers.
