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Lafayette Week 3

The third week of Lafayette did not go as smoothly as the weeks prior.  It was very frustrating, especially on Thursday.  Tuesday was alright.  We went over interior and exterior angles and their relationships.  The kids understood the material well.  I think it was easy because they have some understanding of what the words interior and exterior mean in a worldly sense and we had just been going over supplementary angles and complimentary angles a lot the past couple days.  I think the kids thought the lesson was a little boring in because of its repetitive nature.  The new material was pretty easy to understand since they had a pretty good idea of what the words could mean based on their previous knowledge.  

Thursday ran horribly in my opinion.  The students remembered very little background knowledge without direct teaching of slope.  They most certainly had no clue as to what made two lines perpendicular.  I’m not going to say it had to do with the lesson plan all together.  I try to follow what the lesson plan said and there was little info in the plan on what exactly to discuss with the students in order to teach them.  Everything was assumed to already be known by how I interpreted the plan, so I went with that idea.  The one question on one of the worksheets had to do with perpendicular lines and I do not think we went over at all how to figure out how to find out if two lines are perpendicular on a xy plane.  Perpendicular lines have a negative-reciprocal slope relation.  If you polled 30 college kids I do not think they could tell you that.  I do not want to sound rude, it was just very strange to me to test for understanding where it should be pretty apparent there was none.  I did not handle the presentation of material well.  After seeing how the kids struggled with knowing how to do the anticipatory set worksheet, Marie and I should have just taught the material to them.  I’ll most certainly take the blame for that.  Overall it was a bad day but I will take it as a learning experience and hopefully lessons in the future do not go as poorly as Thursday’s lesson did.
