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This week was a little bit hectic since we are so many days behind now. I think struggling to fit in every lesson in order to get caught up is really hard to do. On Tuesday, we ended up skipping over the water activity for the lesson on ratios. We did this in order to stay on track and get everything done on time. We still ended up not finishing the lesson because we ended up spending more time helping the students understand. However, the question still remains as to how much time is too much time to spend on a given problem or activity before moving on? I am getting a better idea of how much I can accomplish with my students in a given class period and as I do so, I will hopefully be able to write my lessons more effectively. 
Thursday was a much better day than Tuesday. First, there were two students that didn’t take the quiz that Sara gave to them on Wednesday because they weren’t there for the lesson the day before. Therefore, instead of having them take the quiz during the lesson, I had Lisa complete the problems on the board before class started. By having her do this, I was able to help her work through the problems and more effectively assess how well she understood. Since she is one of our struggling students, I felt that this was a better way for her to take the quiz. She was able to talk through the problems with me, which is what she needs to understand. This way she can feel a sense of accomplishment because she completed the assignment correctly and got a good grade for it. I had the other student who needed to make up the quiz do the problems on the board as we went over the quiz as a class. I think that this way of assessing these two students worked well with our time constraints and allowed them to not miss any of today’s lesson making up a quiz.
The lesson we taught on percentages went really well. Using the shopping and sales tax examples was a great way to gain student interest. They all go shopping and showing them exactly how to calculate sales tax was something that they could understand. Even our struggling students were able to do the first few problems that required them to find the price of an item after sales tax and after taking a discount. I worked with Lisa again for a few minutes to help her. I think that we go too fast for her when we teach to the rest of the class, so taking the time to go over a problem a second time and explaining it in a different way helps her a lot. 

The problems that the students had the most trouble with were the ones using variables. They have little trouble solving problems with direct calculations but when you give them a similar problem that has a variable in it, some students don’t know what to do. Being able to solve one and two step equations with one variable is essential to passing the Math A. I feel as though I could be doing something more to help them understand. It’s hard to try and think of alternate methods on the spot when I’m teaching, so I need to try and anticipate the possible problems students will have with any given lesson and prepare for that. I feel as though I am learning what my students’ strengths and weaknesses are more and more and because of this, I will be able to teach more effectively.

