Casie Croff

Field Experience – 9/24/07 and 9/26/07

Monday, 9/24/07

Today’s lesson went pretty well.  Unfortunately, the anticipatory set/activity didn’t really set the tone for the lesson as most students were not comfortable with the concept of perimeter.  So it didn’t start the lesson as I had hoped to.  I would definitely go back and change the opening activity before using the lesson again.  I find that so many students are so unsure of themselves and lack the confidence to just try a problem without necessarily fully knowing the way to do it.  They seem to do that if I coach them along, but not independently even though they came up with the right answers and steps to solving on their own.  


Jose, for example, was totally thrown off when I asked him how to solve d = rt for t.  He couldn’t get past the idea that there were no numbers in the equation so he didn’t think it could be solved.  I had to take a step back and have him tell me how he would solve 4 = 2t for t.  He told me that you had to divide both sides by 2 to get t alone.  Then we went back to d = rt and I asked him what we would have to do to get t alone.  Sure enough, he said we’d have to divide by r and he was right.  He was shocked that that’s all it took and that it was that simple.  If only he had the confidence to try before claiming he couldn’t do it.  He definitely could, and indeed, did know how to do it.  It just looked a little weird at first.  I hope to encourage more of this as the lessons progress and help build that confidence in the students.

Wednesday, 9/26/07


After reading chapter 3 in our text, I tried to change the classroom environment to make it most time efficient.  I had a 3 question review written on the board before the students came to class.  As they sat down, they answered the questions and only had about 5 minutes to do so.  I could then see that the students had the most difficulty determining if proportions were equivalent and that really helped direct the lesson and starting point.  As a result, the first thing we did was go over the homework problems regarding proportions and equivalence.  Then I felt the students were a better prepared for today’s lesson.


I tried to avoid lecture today (or keep it to a minimal) as the text suggested.  Instead, I used a lot of questions to get the students to “discover” what we were going to discuss.  They seemed to be doing very well solving proportions and then came the word problem.  Again, they didn’t think they knew how to do this type of problem (They thought hadn’t learned this yet).  I had them dissect the problem, literally circling each ratio they found in the problem.  They were then able to come up with the proportion needed to solve the problem.  It was deciphering what they were given that posed the difficulty, but they could do it with a bit of reinforcement.


There were a couple things I found quite interesting while teaching this lesson.  Some of the students were able to determine instantaneously if proportions were equivalent.  However, when I looked at their work, they had not even set up or worked through the problem correctly.  They knew what they were doing (they said the two were equivalent because 12 = 12), but didn’t know how to show it and actually work through the steps.  So we went over cross multiplying again so they saw the steps.     

