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Tuesday was a bit frustrating for me at Lafayette.  What I find most frustrating about teaching at Lafayette is the student absences.  We only have a group of seven, and when people don’t show up, you definitely notice.  What is even more frustrating is that many of the lessons require prior knowledge that was taught the previous day.  You can’t go back because the rest of the class would just tune you out, so you have to proceed with the lesson.  The only problem with that is that the students who don’t know what is going on, because they were absent so many days, then tune you out because they don’t know what you are talking about.  It’s really upsetting to me, and I really don’t know how to deal with this.

Other than that, I think this day went fairly well.  We learned about proportions, and the students seemed to have a lot of background with them, or at least the phrase, “Cross Multiply and Divide” is hammered into their head.  I wonder if the students know why they can cross multiply.  I didn’t ask them at the time, because I just thought of it now.

What we really could have improved on for Tuesday was the way the lesson was set up.  The students had a set of class notes, with blanks.  That is a good strategy to have because it makes sure that the students are following along.  The only problem is when they stop class to ask, “Do we have to write this down?”  It’s pretty clear that these students do not know how to take proper notes, and I don’t know how much having this sort of fill in the blank notes helps the students.


Thursday’s lesson was sort of a weird one.  I think that the lesson went really well.  I think that the students learned a lot from the lesson.  However, there weren’t copies made for the groups, so the lesson sort of suffered.  The lesson called for there to be a class set of notes but we had none, so we had to improvise.  We gave the students pieces of loose leaf paper and had them take notes.  Of the six students, four of them decided that they wanted to take notes and the other two were rather disinterested in the idea.  The students who decided to take notes were very involved with the lesson, and I think that they understood.  They still didn’t know how to take notes because they had to ask, “Should we write this down?”


I think that I learned a lot from Thursday’s lesson.  For example, what if I am teaching a class and the copy machine breaks down?  Oh well, I just can’t stop class, I just have to press on, and that is just what Heather and I did today.

