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Week two proved to be as equally interesting and challenging as week one. Most importantly, I feel much more confident with myself as teacher and my rapport with my students. They are difficult on occasion, however, for the most part they participate when I ask and hardly ever act. Unfortunately, I’ve still been unable to get them to return a homework assignment. I hope to spend a few free minutes next week explaining the importance of daily practice in math. I hope it sinks in. Despite this shared flaw, they are all great students. Even Danny, who hardly did anything during week one, is now participating and following along. A few things are frustrating me at this point in the week that I hope I can change. First, we are definitely behind schedule and I’m concerned that we’ll never catch up. For this reason I made my lesson plan as simple and straight forward as possible (not to say I left anything out, I just feel that it’s not longer than it needs to be). Second, I have difficulty monitoring my students’ individual work quickly. For this, I’ve picked up an idea from our class text book. I plan to have my students sit in a U-shape by arranging their desks this way before class. This may kill two birds with one stone – it will enable me to check their work faster as well as facilitate discussion. Lastly, I have realized how much my students can identify with creative ways to remember things. When teaching them to solve equations I came up with the idea of getting x alone by isolating it on an island or iceberg. The next say three students mentioned this and one even used the word isolate. I was very impressed and hope to come up with more of these ideas as I read each new lesson plan. 
