Sara Szczerbinski

Journal #2


I felt this week at Lafayette was a little more challenging.  Last week, I wrote the lessons I was going to teach, knew what I wanted to accomplish, and just was more familiar with the material because I spent so much time working with it.  So, this past week was a little different because I did not write the lessons.  I am not trying to say at all that the lessons were poorly written, just that it’s easier to understand a lesson and its components when you actually do the work.  The person writing them has a feel for how long each part takes and what they want the students to get out of it.  Although we are taught to write the lessons so it is easy for someone else to pick it up and just teach it, I find it very different.  This is my first time teaching, so I don’t think it is as easy for me to do that, as it would be an experienced teacher.  


I feel I have a very knowledge group.  Most of the students have told me that they get the information, but did not attend the class last year and therefore missed a lot of important information.  There is one student that stands out to me though.  Her name is Lisa.  I really feel like she has not been placed in the correct classroom.  I think Lisa may have a learning disability.  Does Lafayette cater to these students at all? Do they have inclusion classrooms? I haven’t seen one yet if they do.  Also, do they require these students to go to a resource room or something equivalent? Lisa is a smart girl, it just takes her longer than the other students in the group, or may need to have something explained more than once.  She is willing to learn and wants to understand it, but she is just not at the same level as the other students.  Is there something that I can do about this? Does she have a learning disability? I try to include her as much as I can in conversations, have her answer questions, and also make sure that she asks them.  She made a comment today; “I feel stupid asking questions in front of everyone else.”  This didn’t really surprise me much.  I think that a lot of students feel the same way.  I told Lisa that she should never feel stupid to ask a question and that someone else may be afraid to ask and if she does, then their question will be answered too.  Also, if she doesn’t get it, there are probably other students in the class that may need it explained again.  Students do not feel comfortable in front of their peers and we need to make sure that they are.  When students are not asking for help, we don’t know that they do not understand a certain topic until they are assessed.  So, on Monday, I am definitely going to tell my students to ask questions.  If they don’t feel comfortable, they can write it down a give it to me after class and then I will go over it the next day, or they can just speak to me after class.  Hopefully students will be more willing to questions!!! 
