Rodney Nelson

Week 2
Through this week’s experience I learned that it is not always easy to have students involved in the activities at hand. I learned that if students are not engaged in the activity they will not participate. When first asked why everyone was down the response was “it’s Monday.”   Come Wednesday students still had a very solemn attitude during the lesson and it was hard to pull them into it. I learned that some students are not as willing as others to interact with other students, but may be more willing to interact with me. I also learned that it is very difficult to follow another person’s lesson plan due to not knowing exactly what they have in mind. With this in mind I will remember to right the lessons as detailed as possible for others. I have also learned that time management is hard to overcome. Getting to the end of a lesson with everyone with a common understanding of the concepts is not a simple task. This is something I wish to work on. The hardest thing to due is to bridge the gap between students. 

Something I did not try was bring in real life situations into the problem work, even though I know that it helps students to learn I did not think of it while I was teaching. 


As far as engaging students, through out both of my days there I was able to have students answer questions, and answer each other, so they were engaged, but they were not figuring things out on their own. The lessons were not geared to that type of learning but to learn the actual definition of a word and understanding would be hard to do so. To have students understand a definition once it has been introduced would be easier to do.
To make the lesson more engaging I would quickly introduce the lesson then have students connect the definitions with the words in a matching activity. By having students cut out the definitions and the words and by matching them with a definition, to a word, and then to a picture that explains the word.


To modify my plans I had to spend more time on Wednesday showing how to set up the equations from the word problem. By Wednesday you I was able to see that most students knew what complementary and supplementary meant but were not able to apply them to the word problems to set up an equation. Also getting students to go back to the problem and make sure they are answering the question that is asked not just the way to get to the answer. 

I tried to lead the students through the word problems by asking them first what should they do? If they do not know what to do I would have them decipher the questions by writing down what they do know, and the definitions of words that may be meaningful to the problem. Doing so usually helped the students set up the question. 

