
This week at Lafayette I was more comfortable working with the students.  I was not as nervous as I was last week.  I like it better when the teachers print out their own sheets.  That is easier because then you do not need to make sure they have everything that they need for the lesson.  On Wednesday we had some communication problems with handing out the worksheets.  The one teacher and I had a communication misunderstanding.  I laid out the worksheets out on a table so he could grab some.  There were two different worksheets he only grabbed copies of one of the worksheets.  This could have been avoided if I would just have handed him copies of both the worksheets and explained to him what each copy concerned.  Also, I learned that I should bring more copies then number that I have in my group.  I had a student that I have not had before in my group.  I think that he was there because he was absent the day before and only one person was in my group from the day before so I had him go to another group.  I was covering the material and had only brought worksheets for the students in my group.  Another teacher had some copies because they were reviewing I guess, so I was able to get a copy off or them so that they student could have a copy.

I think that I connected the material to the students’ prior knowledge. When the students where working on a problem and would be stuck and would not know how to set-up equations I would first start with the definitions that were covered during the week.  For example, a student said he did not know how to find the measure of an angle.  I first asked the student what the sum of the angles were since they were complementary.  The students knew what they had the sums of the two angles had to measure too.  I made the students connect what they had learned through out the week and connect the material with what they were learning in the lesson.  I like to have the students engage in the lesson.  I do this so that I can see and understand what the students are thinking.   I think the students are able to learn more because they are reasoning and talking about what is going on in the class.  The students are just not sitting at their seats coping words down and not paying attention.  I think the students also feel like they have to pay attention because they do not know when I might call on them to explain what we are trying to accomplish.  I did one lesson where I lectured to the students.  I went over all of the terms that the students were going to need to comprehend throughout the week.  Near the end of the lesson the students seemed to be really uninterested in the material.  The students seem to like and work better when they are involved in the learning process.  


Also, the students had a quiz this week. One student did not try to solve any questions on her test.  I have no idea why she did not take the test.  The test had questions from the Math a exam with the multiple-choice answers.  We need to try and get the students try and eliminate some answers that they know are not right and guess between the remaining answers.  If they have no idea what the answer just guess an answer.  If the student guesses correctly on one answer that they would have left blank can make the difference between passing and failing.  Matt and I both told her to pick answers if she did not know how to do any of the work.  She just looked at both of us and sat there at the desk.  I wish that we would have known that we needed a test when we were writing our lesson plans.  I think that we would have set up the week differently knowing that there would be a test at the end of the week.  Also, we could have made up the test for the other teachers could see what was being covered.  I think then the other teachers could have better prepared their students with what was going to be on the test.  The could have reviewed and focused on main points the day before the test.  Some of the days I wish there was just more time in the period.
