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Lafayette Week 2


The second week at Lafayette went a little smoother than the first week as far as overall participation from the students.  On Tuesday we went over different kinds of angles.  When we were doing the developmental activity I think that the students did a lot of guesswork and maybe did not understand the concepts as thoroughly as I wanted them to.  I think that things worked out better when I drew the diagram of the folding paper on the board and went over it.  The students seemed to have a hard time realizing how to fold the paper and still be able to see the angles and other such things.  I think see through materials would have worked better, however that may have led to more ripping because the materials would have been cheaper.  The day went pretty good considering that Marie was not there to help me.  That’s just a minor problem though.  Just like last week, there were two kids who did really well and two kids not so well.  Had I had the opportunity to split the kids into groups I would have put the two better kids in separate groups to help the two worse kids.  None of them were that far off from really grasping the material well, it basically has to do with motivation.


On Thursday the lesson went smoothly except for one detail.  The anticipatory set required knowing alternate interior angles when they were never taught to the kids this semester.  I can understand knowing some material prior to the class.  However the idea that alternate interior angles are congruent is not apparent to most students without teaching.  It most certainly would not be to me.  In the lesson we were able to split the kids up and the pairs worked very well.  One of the students knew the material but just had a hard time articulating the responses correctly.  The girl he was paired with helped him out how to write out the math in a legible way, which was good.  Overall it was a good day.

