
Every time I received a lesson plan, I prepared myself by working through all the examples and writing questions in the margins of what I’m going to say.  If I have enough time in the morning before I teach, I actually run through the lesson writing out what I would write on the boards, to time myself.  This prepares me and gets more familiar with the lesson I’m going to teach.  I learned to do this now, because last week I was having a hard time incorporating writing on the board, teaching the lesson and keeping a good pace to save time at the end of class for questions and closure.  I am still working on timing because I feel like completely flies by when I teach.  This Monday, was confusing and a little frustrating because there was a misunderstanding/communication error with my group.  I was prepared to teach the next lesson when, my group member did not finish the previous lesson.  This particular lesson did not run smoothly at first, because I was trying to figure out where the class left off.  I was not as clear with the material as I should have been.  I rushed through the material a little bit because I was unprepared.  I noticed I was resorting to the questions you are supposed to avoid and not giving long pauses after questions either.  For example, we were solving an equation and after I reviewed the steps, no one volunteered to tell me what that step was called (the step was simplify). I rephrased the question by saying, “We started with a complex equation and each step we do, our equation gets smaller and smaller and lesson complex, this step is called?” and still no one said the answer.  So I said, “It starts with an S …” and then they finally got it.  I learned I need to be more flexible and prepare myself better.  Instead of going through only the lessons I teach, I need to review all of them, so it will be much easier to pick up where my group member finished (and hopefully we can communicate better next time).


I do not think I engaged the students actively as I did last week, especially Monday).  This week I plan on getting the students more involved by having them work in small groups and then coming up to the board to show and explain the rest of the class what they did.

